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Grading for GCSEs

The 2-year transition to pre-pandemic grading is now complete. Normal grading arrangements 
will continue for GCSEs, AS and A levels in 2024. 

Ofqual expects national results in 2024 to be broadly similar to this year.

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/ofquals-approach-to-grading-exams-and-assessments-in-summer-2022-and-autumn-2021
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Exams are marked

Grade boundaries are decided
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2022 Progress 8 -0.23

Y9
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2022 Progress 8 -0.23

2023 Progress 8 0.09
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2022 Progress 8 -0.23

2023 Progress 8 0.09

2024 Progress 8 ........



Ensuring a successful 

Year 11



The Year Ahead



There are 30 weeks until the FINAL EXAMS start.

6 Weeks of Holiday

1 Week of Work Experience

3 Weeks of Mock Exams

So 20 weeks in Normal lessons

Except....

5 Days of Inset or Pupil Personal Development days

So we have 19 weeks of curriculum time 

96 DAYS



Pupil voice

 IT4 is open for personal study every lunchtime

 Science 6 is open for personal study from 12:45 and is 
resourced with revision materials and will be staffed by 
different departments on given days.

 We are organising revision masterclasses led by Stoke 
Sixth Form and AIM HIGHER.

 All lessons will contain at least 1 exam question to ensure 
pupils are familiar with the language used and skills 
needed

 All departments are now setting at least one homework a 
week on older topics to support revision

 We will also be using some class time to write revision 
cards at the end of our current units of work.

 Every student in year 11 always gets at least 1 careers 
appointment with our in house Level 5 careers advisor

 The school website has a dedicated revision area which 
contains the crucial subject checklists

 Students that are in need of a mentor or have requested 
one are being allocated for extra support and advice

 Mental Health support is now available 3 days a week in 
school as well as specific Year 11 drop in sessions during a 
lunch break





Study skills session (Year 11 Day)

➢ MADE education

❖ Memory techniques

❖ Revision planning

❖ Mind Maps

➢ Visualising success

➢ Revision cards – 2 styles  

❑     Compressed notes

❑     Question and Answer  



Study skills session  - GCSE MINDSET SESSIONS

Motivation
What do they want to 
achieve

What is thier reward

What is likely to distract 
them / how to avoid 
distractions

Organisation
Organising their time

Deciding what they need 
to revise

Prioritising their weaker 
areas

Revision
Strategies

Coping with a 
disappointing assessment 
result



Phase 1- gathering 
information

YEAR 11- 1ST TERM



Revision



2 types of revision cards



Phase 2- making connections/ 
using information

YEAR 11- 2ND TERM OR EARLIER IF READY



How to use 

the 

information 

you have 

gathered

Practice questions using 
model answers or mark 

schemes

Practise papers from exam 
boards online

Use the mark schemes 
provided to self assess their 

work

If they don’t know where they 
have gone wrong or how to 
improve, bring their papers 

into school and their teachers 
will happily mark any extra 

work they have completed.
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and spacing 

The MOST 
EFFECTIVE 
way to revise!!

Spacing and Interleaving create a 

desirable difficulty 
Interleaving is when you mix up the 

subjects/units rather than blocking a 
single subject/unit. Long-term retention 
and the ability to apply your knowledge 
improves. 

Interleaving forces your brain to continually 
retrieve because each subject/unit is 
different from the last. Challenging your 
brain with different subjects/units will 
strengthen your memory.

The spacing effect boosts memory as the 
revision of material is more effective if 
spread out and revisited regularly over 
time.

To revise successfully you should interleave 
and space different subject content 
throughout each study session, within the 
same week and across subsequent weeks.
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I improve 
my 

memory? 

1. By regularly revisiting the 
same content (spacing)

2. By mixing up (interleaving) 
your revision topics

3. By testing yourself 
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• Your timetable sheet shows a maximum of 7 x 30 minute revision slots per day. 
• Multiply the number of GCSE subjects you are taking by 3 to give you the number of slots 

you should fill per week e.g. 10 subjects x 3= 30 slots per week. 
• On a typical school day you should fill 4 x 30 min slots and at the weekend 7 x 30 min slots 

per day (up to 34 slots per week available) 
• Each subject should appear on your timetable 3 times per week. 
• To maximise your time use travel time, form time, lunch etc. for revision as well. 

30 
minute 
slots 

Mix up 
(interleave)  

your revision – 
don’t concentrate 

on just one 
subject per 

day/week etc. 

Use your 
time 
wisely! 

Create a revision 
timetable AND stick 

to it!!) 
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SPACING 
Each of your 3 subject sessions per week should have a different focus…

OPT: ORGANISE – PRACTISE – TEST 

1st session on a subject 

• ORGANISE = 30 minutes for you to get your resources together –the revision guide, exercise 
books, resources from the teacher, paper, post-its, flash cards, pens, a folder and past 
papers/questions for the testing session. Give everything a read through, highlight key 
things/use post-its/ flash cards and re-familiarise yourself with the unit.

2nd weekly session on a subject 

• PRACTISE = 30 minutes for you to revise the subject/unit. Make the process active by 
creating flash cards, mind maps, Cornell Notes or any other memory techniques.

3rd weekly session on a subject

• TESTING = 30 minutes for you to test what you are now able to successfully retrieve. Use a 
recognised testing method like answering questions verbally to a parents, answering practise 
questions and doing past papers. Finish by self-marking by using the revision, model answers 
and mark schemes. Make sure you brief your teacher on your progress.
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Done more sessions 
in the week so less 
to do at the 
weekend 

Always doing a mixture of subjects on any one day (interleaving)  

Spaced throughout the week 

Different focus for each of the 3 
sessions (OPT)
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Personalise your timetable to suit yourself. You could 
Add times to your timetable (see below) 

Do more revision on weekdays to avoid filling your weekends 
Give yourself some nights off (but transfer the sessions to other days) 

As long as you fill the slots your need (no. of GCSEs x 3 = slots needed per week) then your 
can make the timetable fit your preferences. 
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     GCSE Maths
Edexcel
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• Pupils will be taking 3 papers

• Paper 1 is non-calculator

• Papers 2 & 3 are calculator tests

• There are 2 tiers of entry

• Pupils will not be provided with a 
formula sheet this year
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• Make revision cards that contain key 
facts

• Make revision cards that contain a 
question on one side with a worked 
solution on the reverse

• Complete past papers and exam style 
questions
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• Complete regular revision in small 
chunks

• Ask the class teacher

• Use the revision list that students 
have been provided with

• Refer to old green sheets to identify 
areas of weakness
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• Use revision guides and workbooks to 
support revision

• Use online resources to support 
revision as well
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• Each student was given an analysis of 
their performance on this assessment.

• Use this analysis to guide revision
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• This has currently been reduced 
down to a 30 minute homework to 
allow students time to also 
complete revision based tasks

• Independent learning
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• New homework system

• Watch videos and answer questions 
online

• Independent lerning
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online

• Independent learning
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GCSE English
Eduqas
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English Literature

Monday 13th May 
2 hours

• Shakespeare – Macbeth
• Poetry Anthology

Monday 20th May 
2 hours & 30 mins

• An Inspector Calls
• A Christmas Carol
• Un-seen poetry

English Language

Thursday 23rd May 
1 hour & 45 mins

• Fiction Reading
• Fiction Writing

Thursday 6th June
2 hours

• Non-fiction Reading
• Transactional Writing
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English Literature English Language

Component 1
1 hour and 45 minutes

• Fiction Reading
• Fiction Writing

Component 2
2 hours and 30 minutes

• An Inspector Calls
• A Christmas Carol
• Unseen poetry
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How do I pass literature?

Know your stuff:
1. Re-read the texts – know the plot, what happens when, how it links to 

the next part. English is tricky, if you haven't revised enough about the 
character, theme or poem that is on the paper you can't just turn to the 
next question!

2. An examiner wants to know that you know the text inside out, that 
you've spent time remembering what happens.

3. Then from that they want to know that you know WHY the text has been 
written in that way, why a character has been presented in that light, 
how that theme links to the plot.
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How do I pass language?

Know your stuff:
1. Have you got an idea for a story – does it make sense, who are 

your characters?
2. Do you know how to write a letter, an article, etc?
3. Stick to timings - don’t spend longer, or shorter, on homework tasks, 

spend the time the teacher has said, then you're training yourself for 
the exam.

4. Write, write and write some more – you need to earn your grade.
5. Work through practice papers and work-books
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• Choose your topic – use the checklist to guide you
• Read through your notes
• Highlight key points
• Using the prompt questions, create a mind map or a flashcard
• Learn it – look, cover, recall

• Use revision websites - the links are on our main website

• Ask someone to test you – what can you remember? Tell them the 
story.

• Use the checklist to record what you have done
• Know what the papers are asking

How to revise – advice to students and parents
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GCSE Science
AQA

How can parents support their child in Science?
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• Biology

• Paper 1 - B1-4

• Paper 2 - B5-7

• Chemistry

• Paper 1 - C1-5

• Paper 2 - C6-10

• Tier of entry

• Physics

• Paper 1 - P1-4

• Paper 2 - P5-7 (triple 
science P8)

AQA combined Science Trilogy
AQA triple Science (Set 1 and 2)
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• Produce mind maps
• Revision postcards
• Unit placemats

• SPARX set weekly

• Use revision guides and workbooks 
(You may have already bought these 
in Year 10).

• Green Feedback sheets to 
assessments indicate areas of 
weakness that need to be addressed.

Revision techniques.
Knowledge and application
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• Free science lessons. This is 
specific to AQA.

• Seneca learning

Your child can select topics 
they want to focus on from 
year 9 and 10.

Online:
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• As your child works through their 
revision, they will then need to apply it.

• AQA website has past paper questions 
that go back to 2018.

• Make sure that you pick the correct 
qualification and the correct tier of 
entry

Past paper questions - Application



Tips for home revision

 A quiet place to study

 No more than 45 at a time (ideally 25 minute sprints)

 No phones unless using a revision app

 Music with lyrics is NOT helpful

 Lots of encouragement without nagging



Buckle up!  This could be a rocky ride

 This can be a very stressful time for you and your children

 Eating habits may change

 May become obsessive

 May work at odd times

 May get angry with themselves

 All of this is fixable 
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