
7
YEAR

Le
ar

n
in

g 
Jo

u
rn

ey
 |

G
e
o
g
ra

p
h

y

Why is the Arctic 
changing?

Why is 
Indonesia at 

risk?

How has my 
physical landscape 

changed?

Year 7 Learning Journey Year 8

What is the UK’s 
significance  in 

Europe?

How has my 
human 

landscape 
changed?

Geomorphic 
processes and 

geology  
Landscapes

Characteristics of 
temperate 
climates

Weather and 
Climate

Introduction 
to extreme 

weather
Natural 
Hazards Geological 

timescales

Temperate 
forest 

ecosystems
Ecosystems

Grid 
references

Skills

Characteristics of 
urban areas
Population

Changing 
employment 

structures in the 
UK

Development

Introduction to 
population structures

Population

Migration in 
the Europe
Population

Food and 
farming
Natural 

Resources

Introduction to 
development 

indicators
Development

Impacts of UK 
energy mix

Natural 
Resources

Characteristic of tundra 
ecosystems 

Weather and Climate/ 
Ecosystems

Terrestrial claims 
in the Arctic

Natural 
Resources

Glaciated 
landscapes 
Landscapes

Management of 
ecosystems 
Ecosystems

Causes and 
responses to 

climate change
Climate Change

Plastic 
pollution

Sustainability

Tropical 
rainforests 

characteristics 
Ecosystems

Deforestation
Ecosystems

Ecotourism 
Sustainability

Thematic Topics
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Is Asia’s 
population a 

help or 
hinderance?

How has physical 
geography 

impacted Africa?

Year 8 Learning Journey
Year 9

Why is 
development 
varied in the 
Middle East?

Colonialism 
Development

Map 
projections 

Skills

Introduction to global 
atmospheric circulation

Weather and Climate

Characterises of 
desert ecosystems 

Ecosystems

River 
landscapes 
Landscapes

Introduction to 
water geopolitics 

Natural 
Resources

Perceptions of 
the Middle 

East
Population

Sustainable 
cities 

Sustainability

Desertification 
Ecosystems

Factors affecting 
development

Development and 
Natural Resources

Causes of 
international 

migration 
Population

International aid 
Development

Introduction to 
population 

change 
Population

Population density 
Population

Causes of migration 
Population

Consequences of 
rapid urbanisation 

Development

Population 
control 

Population

Introduction to 
ageing populations 

Population

Why are some 
locations hazard 

hotspots?

Types of plate 
boundaries

Hazards

Comparison of 
natural disasters 

Hazards

Hazard mitigation 
Hazards

Thematic Topics
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Distinctive Landscapes

Sustaining 
Ecosystems

Year 9 Learning Journey
Year 10

UK in the 21st

Century

Sustainable management 
of rainforests

Case Study: Samasati
Nature Reserve (Costa 

Rica)

Characteristics of 
tropical rainforests
Link: Y7 Indonesia

Physical 
geography of 

the UK
Link:Y7 UK

Human 
impacts in the 

Arctic
Link: Y7 Arctic

Aging 
population 
of the UK

Link: Y7 UK

Global 
significance of 

the UK
Case Study: War 

in Ukraine

Factors 
affecting 

UK 
landscapes
Link: Y7 UK

Geology
Link: Y7 UK

Components of 
an ecosystem

Link: Y7 UK

Human impacts 
on rainforests

Link: Y7 
Indonesia

Characteristics 
of polar regions
Link: Y7 Arctic

Sustainable 
management  of 

polar regions
Case Studies: The 

Arctic Sanctuary and 
Whaling in the Arctic

Population 
change in the 

UK
Link: Y7 EU 
and Y8 Asia

Case Study: Population 
change in Birmingham

The UK’s 
changing 
economy

Link: Y7 UK
Coastal 

management 
Case Study: 

Hornsea, 
Holderness

Economic hubs in the UK
Case Study: Birmingham

The influence of 
UK media 

Change in UK 
culture

Case Study: Food 
in Birmingham

Geomorphic 
Processes 

Link: Y7 UK

Coastal 
landforms

Case Study: 
Holderness

River 
Landforms 

Link: Y8 Africa
Case Study: 
River Tees

River basin 
management 

Case Study: River 
Tees

Physical 
Fieldwork on 
Holderness 
Coastline 

Link to KS3 topics 
Case studies 
Fieldwork
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Urban 
Futures

Year 10 Learning Journey
Year 11

Aid and debt in 
an LIDC

Link: Y8 Middle 
East

Cause of 
urban change 

in LIDCs
Link: Y8 Asia 

Consequences of 
rapid urbanisation 

in LIDCs
Link: Y8 Asia

Patterns of 
global 

urbanisation
Link: Y8 AsiaRegeneration 

in AC cities

Opportunities 
and challenges 
of urbanisation 

in LIDCs
Case Study: 

Lagos, Nigeria

Sustainable 
developments in LIDC 

cities
Case Study: Makoko 

Floating School, Lagos

Example of a non-
UK weather event

Case Study: Typhoon 
Haiyan, Philippines

Hazard mitigation
Y8: Tectonics

El Nino/ 
La Nina 

Factors 
affecting 

development
Link: Y8 

Middle East

Political, social 
and physical 

context of 
development 

in an LIDC

Rostow 
Model

Millennium 
Development 

Goals

TNC 
investment in 

an LIDC

Development 
projects in an 

LIDC
Link: Y8 Africa

Urban 
trends in 
the UK

Opportunities and 
challenges of 

urbanisation in ACs
Case Study: 

Birmingham, UK

Sustainable 
developments in AC 

cities
Case Study: Library of 

Birmingham, UK

Human Fieldwork 
in Birmingham

Global Hazards

Cause of plate 
movement

Link: Y8 Tectonics

Types of plate 
boundaries

Link: Y8 
Tectonics

Types of volcanoes 

Causes, 
consequences 
and responses 
to a tectonic 

event
Case Study: 

Haiti 
Earthquake 

(2010)

Causes of tropical 
storms

The global 
circulation system

Link: Y8 Africa

Example of a 
UK weather 

event
Case Study: 

Drought 
(2012), UK

Dynamic 
Development

Measures of 
development

Link: Y8 Middle 
East

Case Study: 
Zambia

Link to KS3 topics 
Case studies 
Fieldwork



11
YEAR

Le
ar

n
in

g 
Jo

u
rn

ey
 |

G
e
o
g
ra

p
h

y

Changing 
Climate

Year 11 Learning Journey

Further 
Study

Evidence 
of climate 

change

Resource 
Reliance

Link to KS3 topics 
Case studies 

Natural causes 
of climate 

change

Historic trends 
of climate 

change
Link: Y7 Arctic

Human causes 
of climate 

change 
Link: Y7 Arctic

Global impacts 
of climate 

change
Link: Y7 Arctic

Impacts of 
climate change 

for the UK

Climate 
mitigation and 

adaptation

Global trends in 
resource consumption 

Effects of 
food 

production 
on the 

environment
Link: Y7 EU

Effects of 
energy 

production 
on the 

environment Effects of water 
storage and transfers 
on the environment

Factors affecting 
food security
Link: Y7 EU

Measuring food 
security

Population 
growth theories

Attempts to 
achieve food 

security
Case Study: 

Tanzania

Sustainable 
food supply

Revision for 
GCSE exams


