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Key topic 1: Economic Downturn and Recovery  
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The impact of the 

Wall Street Crash 

and life during the 

Depression 

• Unemployment  

• Depression in the Cities  

• Depression in the countryside  

• Family Life 

• Hooverville’s  

• The Bonus Marchers  

   

Republican attempts 

to deal with the 

Crisis 

• Hoover’s Early Policies  

• Hoover’s Policies in 1932 

• How Successful were Hoover’s Policies? 

   

Roosevelt and the 

New Deal  
• Roosevelt and the 1932 Presidential Election  

• What was Roosevelt’s New Deal  

• The Aims of the New Deal  

• The Alphabet Agencies  

• The Second New Deal  

• How successful was the New Deal? 

• Opposition to the New Deal – Individuals, Politicians, Supreme 

Court (Sick Chicken’s and US v. Butler)  

• Roosevelts attempts at reform.  

   

 

Key Topic 2:   The Economic Impact of the Second World War 

and Post-War Developments   
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Industrial Output • Big business and the war effort  

• The effects of the war on the US economy  

• The Workforce  

• Increasing industrial production  

• US industry after the Second World War  

   

Post-war Affluence, 

Consumerism and 

Suburbanisation  

• Affluence and Consumerism  

• Suburbanisation     
Poverty in the Midst 

of Plenty  
• Who didn’t find affluence? 

   
 

Key topic 3: Issues of Civil Rights 1941-70  
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The contribution of 

Black Americans to 

the War Effort  

• Contribution of black Americans  

• Progress  

• Employment and black Americans during the Second World 

War  

• The Second World War and Civil Rights  

• The Situation by the end of the 1940s 

   

The Issues of 

Education  

• Brown v. Topeka  

• Problems after Brown v. Topeka 

• Events at Little Rock High School, 1957  

• Why was Little Rock so significant? 

• James Meredith Case  

   

The Montgomery Bus 

Boycott  

• Rosa Parks     
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• The Setting up of the Montgomery Improvement 

Association 

• What happened during the bus boycott?  

• What was the importance of the bus boycott?  

Sit-ins and the fight 

for equality   

• Causes of the Sit-ins 

• Events of the Sit-ins 

• Consequences of the Sit-ins 

   

The Freedom Riders  • Causes of the Freedom Riders 

• Events of the Freedom Riders 

• Consequences of the Freedom Riders 

   

The Role of Martin 

Luther King  

• Who was MLK? 

• Birmingham March, 1963 

• The March on Washington, 1963  

• Martin Luther King’s Assassination  

   

The Role of Malcolm X  • Malcom X and the Nation of Islam  

• The influence of Malcolm X   

   

Civil Rights Legislation  • The Civil Rights Act 1964  

• Selma and Voting Rights  

• The Voting Rights Act 1965 

   

Race Riots in the 

1960s  

• Causes of the Race Riots  

• Events of the Race Riots  

• Consequences of the Race Riots  

   

The Black Power 

Movement  

• What was the movement? 

• The Mexico Olympics, 1968  

   

The Black Panther 

Movement  

• Who was the Black Panther Movement? 

• Achievements of the Black Panthers  

   

 

Key Topic 4: Political Change 1960-2000 
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The Domestic Policies 

of Kennedy  

• Kennedy and the New Frontier  

• Opposition to the New Frontier  
   

 
The Domestic Policies 

of Johnson  

• Great Society  

• Opposition to the Great Society   
   

Nixon and Watergate  • Events of the Scandal  

• Effects of the Scandal  
   

The Regan Years  • ‘Reaganomics’  

• The effects of Reaganomics  

• Other Policies under Reagan  

   

Changes under Bush 

Senior and Clinton  

• George Bush Snr 

• Changes under Clinton  
   

 

Key topic 5: Social Change, 1950-2000 
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Changes in Music, 

entertainment, media 

and literature  

• Music  

• Entertainment: The Cinema  

• Television  

• Developments in information technology  

• Literature  

   

Changes in Youth 

Culture  

• 1950s 

• Youth Counterculture  

   

Student Protest  • Students involvement in the Civil Rights Movement 1960s 

• The Importance of the Student Movement  
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The Changing Role of 

Women  

• The impact of the Second World War  

• 1950s  

• 1960s  

• National Organisation for Women (NOW)  

• The Women’s Liberation Movement  

   

 

Key Topic 6: Cold War Rivalry    
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Reasons for US 

involvement in the Cold 

War   

• Fear of Communism  

• Soviet Expansion in Eastern Europe  

• Attitude of Truman  

• Post-war peace conference: Yalta and Potsdam  

• The Long Telegram  

   

 

The Truman Doctrine 

and containment of 

communism   

• Consequences of the Truman Doctrine  

• The Marshall Plan  

• Domino Theory  

   

The Berlin Crisis 

1948-1949  

• Reasons for Crisis  

• Events of Crisis  

• Results of Crisis  

• NATO  

• Berlin Crisis 1961  

   

The Cuban Missile 

Crisis  

• Causes  

• Events  

• Results  

   

US Involvement in 

Vietnam  

• Reasons for the US involvement  

• US Methods of warfare in Vietnam (‘Operation Rolling 

Thunder’, Chemical Warfare, ‘Search and Destroy’) 

• Reasons for US defeat 

• The US withdrawal and peace talks  

• The effects of the war 

   

 

Key topic 7: The Search for World Peace Since 1970  
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Détente and attempts 

to limit Arms  

• Reasons for Détente  

• Détente in Action 
   

Changing Relations 

with China   

• Reasons  

• Ping-pong Diplomacy  
   

Changing US Relations 

with the USSR 

• Soviet involvement in Afghanistan 

• The reaction of President Carter  

• Reagan and the ‘Second Cold War’ 

   

Change Under Reagan 

and Gorbachev  

• Gorbachev’s New Policies  

• The end of the arms race  

• Moscow Summit  

• Gorbachev and Bush  

   

The Fall of Communism 

and the end of the 

Cold War  

• Changes in Eastern Europe  

• The fall of the Berlin Wall 

• The Collapse of the USSR  

   

US involvement in Iran  • Iran 

• The Gulf War, 1990-91 

• Developments in Foreign Policy – conclusion  
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World War and post-wart developments  
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Key Topic 7: The search for world peace since 1970 

 

   

 


